Closing Speech for Defence.
Sir H. Curtis Bennett
have to rely on the  account  of  Dr.   Hincks,   perfectly honestly
given, of course, and given as the result of being able to see in
his book his attendances on her, and symptoms- but he has to rely
on his memory for other matters, and you have to rely on the
memory of Nurse Allen.      Do you think Nurse Allen was correct
when she said from 15th February Mrs. Armstrong never got out
of bed 1    Do you think you can rely on that 1   Do not think I am
suggesting that she was wilfully misleading you, but she, like you
and me, is a human being with a great deal of work to do and
may forget.    Are not you satisfied from the evidence put before
you that 13th February was when they thought at the time it was
a  mere bilious  attack,   and that  Mrs.  Armstrong was  so much
better the next day that she was out?    Have you got any reason
to doubt Mrs. Price, the bank manager's wife, who came yesterday
and told you that she sat in the garden, or outside the house, for
three-quarters  of   an  hour;  that  she  found her  outside  on the
verandah   and  left her   outside?       She says   she  remembers   it,
because that day she had a new costume sent home, and that upon
that day she wore the costume up to Mayfield.    Then Mr. Vachell,
who  cross-examined  her,  tried to test that,  but  he  found how
strong it was.    She said, " When I got home that night I sent a
cheque  for  the  costume/'   and  she  produced  a   cheque  of   14th
February, and produced the receipt dated the nest day, the 15th
February.      She said, " Not only do I fix it from the fact of re-
ceiving my new costume and having my receipt,  but I  also re-
member that she died on the 22nd February," and that she then
said, " Eight days ago I was sitting with her out in the gar den."
And Mrs.   Price's  evidence  does not  stand alone, because Miss
Pearce told you that she had reason for  remembering it,  as it
was  Valentine's  Day,   and  she  remembered that  on  Valentine's
Day Mrs. Armstrong was out in the garden.    Where does the case
go to, put by the Attorney-General, that for nine days this poor
woman was suffering from her last illness?    On the 13th February
she was sick after that meal,  and on the  14th well,  and again
downstairs.    Of course,  the opening of the Attorney-General or
the evidence of Nurse Allen and those who visited her not only
is that she was downstairs and out in the garden on the 14th,
but the evidence of Major Armstrong in the box was that on the
15th she was downstairs, and I think he said on the 16th she was
down in the morning,  and, he thought, Pearson, the little boy,
and then it was she was taken ill after lunch.     Therefore she was
in the position on that morning, the 16th, to be In possession of
arsenic in the house, and the position is that she could have got
it, and that she was of suicidal tendency that day.    She came
out of the home in the hope of becoming a normal member of
society again,  and had gone back again,  and she was suffering
again from neuritis, and, as far as her head was concerned, suffer-
ing again from delusions.   Are you going to say in the face of that
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